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A PUBLICATION OF TAYLOR UNIVERSITY
BEHIND THE COVER
We live in a world of superlatives and hyperbole – so 
much so that we sometimes find ourselves using 
adverbs like “very” or “incredibly” to add more 
distinction to what were once standalone words like 
“awesome,” “wonderful,” and “historic.” Suffice it to say, 
the 2019 Commencement at Taylor University needed no 
such help. It was historic in multiple senses of the word 
– from the diploma presented to the 25,000th graduate 
in Taylor’s history and the first graduates of Taylor’s 
groundbreaking Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
program, to the address presented by the sitting Vice 
President of the United States, Mike Pence, the 2019 
Commencement will be remembered for years to come. 
In each sense of the word, it truly was historic.
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THE BISHOP'S NOOK
A partnership between Taylor and Tree 
of Life Bookstore leads to a new campus 
store.
WITH GRATITUDE
Taylor Board members Paige Comstock 
Cunningham '77 and Chis Goeglein 
'84 pay tribute to Taylor's President 
and First Lady, Lowell and Sherry 





Taylor alumna Alice Hamilton was the 
first woman to serve on the faculty at 
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His name was Russel. The grandson of German immigrants, he 
lived his entire life in the modest farmhouse where he was born. 
His was the life of a farmer. From his childhood until the day he 
died, Russel slopped pigs and fed chickens, anxiously surveyed 
weather forecasts, and lived an existence that was characterized 
by hard and sometimes thankless work, and a desperate reliance 
on God.  
The love of Russel’s life was Bertha. The couple started their 
family on that little farm, first with the birth of their daughter, 
and later with the birth of their son. For the next seven years, 
their family seemed complete until their son contracted 
meningitis and died. By several accounts, Russel prayed 
fervently that God would heal his little boy, but the healing God 
provided was eternal in nature. 
The couple had three more children – there were twin sons, Rex 
and Max, and finally, my dad. Russel and Bertha were 41 and 40 
when my dad was born, but by then, Russel’s health was failing. 
My dad was only eight when his dad died. Even though he is 
nearly 90-years-old, my dad still cries when he remembers that 
day and the sorrowful weeks that followed. 
My dad had to grow up in a hurry. His grief-stricken mother 
and his older brothers, both of whom had learning challenges, 
needed him. He turned out to be more than equal to that 
challenge.  
Our son, Matthew Russel Garringer ’19, was born 
more than 60 years after his great-grandfather’s 
death. While neither he nor I ever met his 
namesake, Russel's blood not only flows through 
our veins, but the faith he professed and clung to 
has, by God’s grace, become real to us as well. We 
bear his image, and the image of his Maker.
Matt and his wife, Emily ’19, were among the 494 
Taylor students who received their diplomas at 
this year’s commencement on May 18. It was the 
most glorious day as we celebrated our son and 
daughter-in-law’s accomplishments, and reflected 
on God’s manifest goodness, which has been so 
evident in our family for all these years. 
In fact, every member of the Taylor community – 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, parents, and friends 
– has his or her own story of God's transforming 
faithfulness. Even in our differences we all bear the 
image of God. Each is infinitely precious and loved 
in His sight through Jesus’ all-sufficient sacrifice. 
May we live each day in light of that blessed truth. 
And may we love one another.
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THE BISHOP'S NOOK OPENS
A newly-opened store on the Taylor 
University campus is the result of a 
partnership between Taylor and local 
Christian bookseller Tree of Life, and serves 
as a centralized location for the campus 
store, post office, and University Press.
The 8,100 square-foot facility opened 
in late July. Its construction and the 
new home it provided for the post office 
and print shop opened the door to the 
demolition of the modular building that 
had housed them for more than 40 years. 
Ron Sutherland ’82, Special Assistant to 
the President, said the former building had 
been intended only as a temporary location 
and was in need of significant work. 
“The facility housing the post office and 
the University Press was falling apart,” he 
said. “We were faced with either investing 
more in an old building or starting over.”
Taylor officials also say the campus 
store’s new home opens the way for 
the next phase of the Dome’s life – the 
proposed center to house the Leland and 
LaRita Boren Western Art Collection. 
Additionally, the demolition of the 
modular building opens the way for 
nine new parking spots west of the new 
facility, located on Reade Ave.
According to Stephen Richardson of 
Tree of Life and the manager of Taylor’s 
campus store, the new store will not 
only be an upgrade from the former 
one, but also will offer a wider selection 
of Taylor merchandise and enhance 
campus community life. “The new space 
will support the value of intentional 
community we hold dear at Taylor 
… finishes and merchandise will tell 
Taylor’s academic story and promote 
the school spirit we all enjoy,” he said. 
“Textbooks will be carried in a space 
other than the Campus Store, allowing us 
to dedicate more space to merchandise 








@kauff_caroline To the boys yelling that 
they love Olson at 2:15 in the morning, you can 
love us during day time hours too. Sincerely, 
literally all of Olson #TaylorU
@Olivia_Winn24 Chief Wallace is the 
backbone of Taylor University. #TaylorU
@Chrysa_Keenon Straightened my hair 
and fifteen minutes after being on #tayloru's 
campus, it's ruined. Typical. #TaylorU
@alyssawrote Overheard Girl: I'm dating 
Jesus! Guy: Jesus is way out of your league! 
#TaylorU
ONE OF SOCIAL MEDIA’S BEST QUALITIES IS ITS ABILITY TO 
SHARE INSTANTANEOUS INFORMATION WITH FRIENDS, 
FAMILIES, AND LOVED ONES VIA TWITTER, FACEBOOK, 
INSTAGRAM, OR VARIOUS OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA. HERE ARE 
A FEW TWEETS AND INSTAGRAM PHOTOS THAT WE HAVE 
ENJOYED DURING THE PAST MONTHS.







@vividlyvict0ria #MosaicNight at @
TaylorU was so good for my soul - a timely 
demonstration of unity and the beautiful 
diversity in the global Church. As we sang, 
danced, recited and celebrated one another, I 
think I glimpsed Heaven. We punched Satan in 
the gut tonight. #TaylorU
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The Taylor University Board of Trustees has approved 
an updated Statement of Faith for the University 
following work by a task force comprised of Board 
members, administrators, and faculty. 
According to Board and committee members, the 
goal was to strengthen the document's language and 
linkage to Taylor's historic Christian beliefs. They 
added the process is part of an ongoing review of the 
University's foundational documents that include 
the Life Together Covenant, Statement on Human 
Sexuality, Multicultural Philosophy Statement, 
Sanctity of Life Statement, Transgender Policy 
Statement, and Mission Statement. 
“The Board of Trustees is in the process of clarifying 
what it means for faculty, staff, and trustees to 
be supportive of the foundational documents of 
the University,” said Board member Mark Taylor, 
Chairman of Tyndale House Publishers. “It has been 
many years since the Statement of Faith was last 
reviewed and amended, so the Board invited a group 
of Taylor faculty, trustees, and administration to 
review it and recommend any needed revisions.”  
One of those task force members was Dr. Greg MaGee, 
Professor of Biblical Studies, and this year’s recipient 
of the Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership 
Award. “It really was intended to be a revision. We 
did not want to start from scratch again but build on 
what was already strong,” MaGee said. “We wanted 
to get the statement more in step with orthodox 
Christianity and informed by Taylor’s Statements of 
Faith in the past.”
 
The updated document states: 
Taylor University is firmly committed to the lordship of 
Jesus Christ and evangelical Christianity. To assure the 
central place of Christian principles in the philosophy and life 
of the University, the trustees, administration, faculty, and 
staff believe that:
 
There is one God, eternally existent in three persons – Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit – the only Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer of all things in heaven and on earth.
The Bible is the only inspired, authoritative written word of 
God, true and trustworthy in all it affirms.
Jesus Christ is the eternal, living Word of God. Through his 
incarnation he revealed God’s plan of redemption by his virgin 
birth, sinless life, atoning death, bodily resurrection, and 
ascension. He will return in power and glory to judge the living 
and the dead.
The Holy Spirit is present in the life of every believer, testifying 
to the lordship of Christ, illuminating the Scriptures, and 
empowering believers for fruitful service and obedience to 
God’s commands.
Humankind, though uniquely created in God’s image, rebelled 
and stands in need of redemption. God, by his grace, extends 
salvation, reconciliation, and eternal life to anyone who comes 
to Christ by faith.
The Church is the global body of believers across time who 
affirm that Jesus Christ is Lord and demonstrate their faith 
and unity in Christ by loving and serving him and all people.
“The aim of this entire exercise is to ensure that 
our foundational documents accurately lay out the 
University’s official perspective on key theological and 
social issues,” Taylor said. “We believe this revised work 
is both meaningful and concise in its description of 








Editor’s note: The announcement of Taylor’s 
Interim President came August 1, after the 
completion of this issue of Taylor.
Paige Comstock ’77 Cunningham, Ph.D., 
J.D., has been named Interim President at 
Taylor University. Cunningham, a 17-year 
member of the Board of Trustees, and most 
recently its Chair, assumed her presidential 
role on August 15. 
She is expected to serve at least through 
the 2019-2020 academic year as the 
Board begins a national search for the 
next President, this following the June 
resignation of President Paul Lowell Haines 
’75, Ed.D., J.D. Cunningham, who stepped 
down from the Board to accept the new 
role, has indicated she does not wish to be a 
candidate for the permanent position.
“I have a deep love and respect for Taylor 
University and am humbled by the 
honor of being selected by my peers to 
lead this great institution and academic 
community,” said Cunningham. “I look 
forward to working with a strong team 
during this transition, including the Board, 
Provost Dr. Michael Hammond ’92, and 
administrative and faculty leadership, 
with a focus to prepare the way for Taylor’s 
permanent President.”
Cunningham emerged from a number of 
nominations received by the Board and 
CUNNINGHAM NAMED INTERIM PRESIDENT
was selected after interviews with a short 
list of candidates.
Cunningham most recently served as 
the Executive Director of The Center for 
Bioethics and Human Dignity and as an 
affiliate professor at Trinity Law School 
and Trinity Graduate School. 
“Paige Cunningham has demonstrated 
outstanding leadership skills, and is widely 
respected among faculty and staff for her 
impressive academic credentials, distinct 
achievements in higher education, steady 
governance and strong commitment to 
Taylor’s mission of developing future 
servant leaders among our students,” 
said newly-named Board Chair Chris 
Goeglein ’84. “She embraces the vision and 
commitment to the historical, evangelical, 
orthodox Christian mission and purposes 
of Taylor University and to the institution’s 
Foundational Documents, positions and 
policies. Dr. Cunningham has the goodwill, 
personality and collaborative style to lead 
Taylor forward through this season of 
transition and to prepare the path for the 
next President with optimism for future 
success.”
Cunningham and her husband, Jay 
’77, have three children and seven 
grandchildren.























2018 TEACHING EXCELLENCE 
AND CAMPUS LEADERSHIP 
AWARD 
Dr. Greg MaGee, Professor of Biblical 
Studies and Chair of the Biblical 
Studies, Christian Ministries and 
Philosophy Department
The Teaching Excellence and Campus 
Leadership Award is presented 
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during the fall Faculty Chapel and 
recognizes outstanding performance 
and engagement with students 
and faculty. MaGee, who joined 
the Taylor faculty in 2008, is the 
author of several books and papers, 
and has served on the Chapel task 
force, the Simeon Series committee, 
the Honor’s advisory board, and 
participated in the revision of 
Taylor’s Statement of Faith. 
MaGee was recognized for 
employing engaging pedagogies, 
including practices that truly 
motivate students to join classroom 
discussions; creative assignments 
for deep learning, like a “personality” 
quiz that links personalities to 
key people in his discipline; and 
a student-led project of writing a 
devotional book for local pastors. 
He holds degrees from Rice University 
(BA) and Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School (ThM, PhD). 
2019 DR. JOE BURNWORTH 
TEACHING AWARD 
Dr. Derek Thompson, Associate 
Professor of Mathematics
The Burnworth Teaching Award 
is named for the late and long-
time Professor of Education Dr. Joe 
Burnworth, and is presented each 
year to a faculty member in his or 
her first two to seven years of service. 
Criteria include demonstrated 
competency, creativity, and a caring 
attitude, as well as commitment 
to faculty development and 
contributions to the collegiality in 
the department and broader campus 
community. 
Thompson, who joined the faculty in 
2014, was recognized for constantly 
seeking the improvement of learning 
outcomes and methods; engagement 
with, and motivation of students; 
and as an innovative teacher with a 
passion for learning.
He holds degrees from Indiana 
Wesleyan University (BS), Ball State 
University (MS), and IUPUI (PhD).
2019 DISTINGUISHED 
PROFESSOR AWARD 
Dr. Tim Herrmann ’75, Graduate Chair 
and Professor of Higher Education
The Distinguished Professor Award is 
in its 54th year and is Taylor’s oldest 
faculty award. It is presented by 
Taylor University’s Alumni Council 
each spring. Criteria includes at 
least 10 years’ service, demonstrated 
classroom teaching excellence, 
expertise in one’s field, positive 
influence on students, respect of 
faculty colleagues, and visibility 
beyond the campus community.
Herrmann joined Taylor’s faculty 
in 1996 after a distinguished career 
as a member of Taylor’s residence 
life staff during which he served in 
numerous roles from residence hall 
director to Associate Dean of Students 
and Residence Life Director. 
Recognized as a campus leader for 
decades, Herrmann played a central 
role in the establishment of Taylor’s 
Master of Arts in Higher Education 
(MAHE) program. He has also 
served on numerous committees 
and councils that have included 
University Assessment, Presidential 
searches, the President’s Strategic 
Initiative Review, and as Faculty 
Moderator. 
Herrmann was previously 
honored by students, alumni, 
and program faculty with the 
creation of the Timothy W. and 
Kathryn A. Herrmann Endowed 
Student Scholarship, and was the 
2005 recipient of the Award for 
Distinguished Alumnus for Service to 
Taylor University. 
In addition to his Taylor degree, he 
holds an MA from The Ohio State 





is God’s CHESTER CHAN
Chester Chan ’18 was completing his 
studies at Taylor University when he took 
a stewardship course that would alter his 
view of life and how he would handle his 
financial resources and time. 
“This was one of the most important 
lessons I learned: everything is God’s.” 
said Chester. “There isn’t such a thing as 
being generous, but rather, we are only 
being obedient with our resources.”
Growing up, Chester saw that the Bible 
and Christian culture confusingly spoke 
on the topic of money in different ways. 
The students in his Biblical Stewardship 
class were encouraged to seek biblical 
truths about money and possessions.
“I learned that so much of Scripture 
warns that love of money can take one 
over, but if we can start with a foundation 
of giving it up to God, the rest of our lives 
will follow as well.” Chester said. “God 
is going to show you how to use your 
finances, and He’s going to show you how 
to bless others – no matter what amount 
you have.” 
As Chester settles into his new life post-
college, he’s carried forth the lesson of 
praying over his budget and setting aside 
margin for God to direct and open doors.
For his Taylor University peers, or anyone 
who is interested in beginning their 
journey of giving, and who wants to 
gain confidence in doing so, he highly 
encourages engaging in Taylor’s Biblical 
Stewardship ministry.
“The most tangible tool you’ll learn,” he 
asked, “is to ask God what to do with the 





belongs to Him. 
He makes us 
stewards so 
we can pass it 
around. The only 
reason we make 
money is to give 
it away – to share, 
to provide, and to 
bless others.”
DAPHNA TOBEY
I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
Galatians 2:20
A humble follower of Christ, wife, mother, 
geriatric caregiver, Taylor University 
ministry partner, and much more, 
Daphna Tobey is a beloved member of 
the Taylor family and an encouragement 
to many as she lives out biblical 
stewardship in her day-to-day life.
Daphna’s introduction to Taylor came 
when her daughters, Teri ( Tobey ’91) 
Dunbar and Tracy ( Tobey ’92) Manning, 
attended as students. But it was as the 
child of a Texas family emerging from 
the Great Depression, she realized how 
joyful giving could be when she took five 
pennies given to her by her mother and 
handed them out to her Sunday School 
classmates. The satisfaction she felt that 
day planted a seed that flourishes today.
“You cannot outgive God,” Daphna said. 
“God owns everything, and everything 
belongs to Him. He makes us stewards so 
we can pass it around. The only reason we 
make money is to give it away – to share, 
to provide, and to bless others.”
Daphna tries to give something to 
someone every day, even if it’s just a little. 
She finds joy in giving to individuals and 
daily prays, “Lord, may I see the needs 
around me, and may I be willing to meet 
those needs.”
“One of the greatest things God ever did 
was deliver me from myself,” she said. 
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ATHLETICS
During four years of competition on Taylor’s 
track team, Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh was a nine-
time NAIA All-American, winning four of 
those honors this year. She also won 13 con-
ference championships and led the Trojans to 
three team  conference championships. 
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Don Odle ’42, Lori Shepherd ’83, Ralph Gee 
’87, Natalie Steele ’98, and Liz Plass ’04. 
Those names represent only a handful 
of Taylor athletes whose exploits on the 
court or on the field led to their being 
named among Taylor University’s most 
elite athletes.
Kendall Bradbury ’19 and Ben Byrd ’19 
joined them this spring when they were 
respectively named winners of the Natalie 
Steele and Gates-Howard Awards – honors 
that are accorded each year to Taylor’s top 
female and male athletes in recognition of 
excellent performances in their respective 
sports as well as the classroom.
 
The Steele Award (formerly the Lady 
Trojan of the Year Award) is named for all-
time Taylor great and three-time winner 
Natalie (Steele ’98) Crane, a standout in 
volleyball and basketball. She lettered 
in both sports each of her four years at 
Taylor and was a four-time Lady Trojan 
Award winner, a three-time All-American 
in volleyball (establishing the 
collegiate volleyball career 
record for all divisions with 
3,602 kills), and a four-time 
All-American in basketball (1st 
Team in 1996, 1997). The Gates-
Howard Award is Taylor’s oldest 
and first athletic award, first 
being presented to the late Art 
Stuart ’35. 
Bradbury, who capped off a 
record-setting basketball career 
as Taylor’s all-time leading 
scorer, graduated with a degree 
in Exercise Science and a 3.51 
grade-point average. She also 
has won numerous Crossroads 
League and NAIA awards for 
her performance on the court 
as well as the classroom.
 
Her 2,850 career points set 
both school and conference 
records and also placed her 
ninth in the NAIA’s all-time scoring list. 
She was a four-time NAIA All-American 
and All-Crossroads League star, and was 
named the Crossroads League Player of 
the Year as she led the Trojans to a number 
nine national ranking and a run through 
the conference tournament and into the 
national tournament. 
As a member of Taylor’s cross country, 
indoor and outdoor track teams, Byrd 
made his 10th appearance at a national 
championship meet this spring. A 
decorated runner, Byrd earned All-
American and All-Crossroads League 
honors and posted the seventh-fastest 
1,500 meter time in Taylor history. 
In the classroom, he showed the same drive, 
accumulating a 3.96 GPA and graduating 
with a degree in Finance with minors in 





My love for Taylor University began long before I 
arrived on campus as a freshman in the fall of 1967. 
It began years earlier in my home near Fairmount, 
Indiana, as my parents told me stories of a student 
minister at their Friends Meeting named Milo 
Rediger ’39. So profound was his impact on their 
lives, they still quoted his sermons more than two 
decades later.  
So, when I was deciding on a college, the stories 
about Milo Rediger and Taylor were very much in 
my mind. I was not disappointed when I enrolled 
as a History/Social Studies major at Taylor and 
began to write my own personal 
Taylor story.
As you read my thoughts regarding 
the controversy surrounding our 
recent commencement, please 
remember you are reading a 
perspective shared by a member of 
the Taylor family who has loved this 
place for more than 50 years. And, 
I write as someone with friends 
(faculty, students, staff, alumni, 
parents) with divergent views 
regarding the invitation to Vice 
President Mike Pence to speak at this 
year’s commencement.
The story of Commencement 2019 
actually did not begin this year. It 
involves many in the Taylor family 
from the President, Trustees, faculty, 
and students to parents, alumni, 
and staff members – all of whom 
genuinely love Taylor and are 
committed to fulfilling its mission.  
IT’S PART OF 
OUR DNA
By Dr.  Thomas  Jones '7 1
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It is tempting to simplify this story as one side 
(the right one) against another side (the wrong 
one). But it is far more complicated. It is part of 
Taylor’s DNA to attract students, faculty, and 
staff who may come with differing viewpoints, 
but covenant to live in this learning, living, 
and serving community of scholars who are 
committed to serious academic pursuits and 
wholly committed to the call of Jesus. Sometimes, 
that endeavor can be messy and noisy.
Some aspects of the Commencement controversy 
involve issues and concerns that are national or 
even international in scope, but others are more 
specific to our campus. Before the advent of social 
media, Taylor dealt with issues such as these 
with robust classroom conversations or letters 
to the editor of The Echo. Once, Dr. Rediger, who 
by then had become Taylor’s President, and the 
Taylor faculty accepted a student government 
request to cancel classes for a one-day “teach-
in,” focusing on issues related to the Vietnam 
War and the environment. It was not covered in 
national media and there was nothing equivalent 
to Facebook or Twitter to carry the discussions 
beyond our campus.
In that setting, Taylor faculty and students 
researched, analyzed, and debated social and 
political issues of the 1960s and '70s outside 
the national spotlight. Faculty sponsors and 
students participated in a variety of curricular 
and co-curricular clubs that encouraged deeper 
understanding of social issues. Taylor even hosted 
both a large College Republicans club and an anti-
war club, PAX, during this time.
After the Pence announcement, and as social 
media devolved in a number of cases into anger 
and name calling, the Taylor community of 
students and professors responded as they did 
50 years ago. They prayed together. They talked 
with one another and thought about the issues 
with which they were dealing. They shared their 
own viewpoints, and they listened. As a result, 
they banded together in ways that respected each 
other’s convictions, showed respect to the Vice 
President of the United States, and celebrated 
this very special day for the graduating class 
of 2019. I believe the Taylor community that 
emerged from this chapter can serve as a model 
for other universities.
As I reflect on this recent chapter of 
the Taylor story, I think about the 
question: How should a community 
built on the Biblical principles 
of the Life Together Covenant 
respond to deep feelings of hurt and 
disappointment?  
First, let’s remember what drew us 
to Taylor and its mission and sense 
of community. Many of us came to 
Taylor because we sensed that it is 
a learning community that makes 
education personal and values the 
importance of each member. In his 
1983 memoir, My Book, My Poem, My 
Song, Dr. Rediger stated as much: 
Education in many colleges and 
universities is becoming more and 
more impersonal. It is standardized, 
mass-produced, efficient and cold. 
The emphasis is on knowledge itself 
without reference to values. The student 
cannot experience the personality of the 
teacher because they remain strangers 
to each other. The dean and president 
are symbols, titles with only mythical 
meanings. On the Taylor campus, 
education begins with a deep interest in, 
and a respect for the individual.
While much has changed in the 
world of higher education in the 
years since Dr. Rediger penned 
that observation, Taylor University 
remains a place where every member 
of the community matters, and 
where students and teachers work 
together in an educational process 
that is highly personal.
Taylor’s emphasis on an education 
that includes a diploma, towel, and 
Bible is a second reason why we 
chose to live and study here. For 
many years, the Taylor catalog has 
included this quote from Bernard of 
Clairvaux (1090-1153):
 There are those who seek knowledge for 
the sake of knowledge, that is curiosity.
There are those who seek knowledge to be 
known by others, that is vanity.
There are those who seek knowledge in 
order to serve, that is love.
As I write, I think of dear friends 
across the campus and throughout 
the world who have expressed 
concerns about this chapter of the 
Taylor story. My hope and prayer is 
that the chapters that come next in 
the Taylor love story describe how a 
community came together through 
the grace of Jesus Christ to renew 
its commitment to love and respect 
each other as individuals and to 
pursue and proclaim God’s truth 
faithfully as members of a learning, 
loving, and serving community 
that remains clearly connected 
to the Anchor Points of the Taylor 
education envisioned by Dr. Rediger: 
Biblically Anchored, Christ Centered, 
Faith Integrated, World Engaging, 
Liberal Arts grounded and Whole 
Person Focused. 
Dr. Thomas Jones has served a 
distinguished tenure as a Professor 
in Taylor University’s Department of 
History, and now serves as Dean for 
Taylor’s School of Humanities, Arts, 
and Biblical Studies. 
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Vice President Mike Pence and Taylor President Lowell 
Haines enter the Kesler Center fieldhouse to the first of 
several standing ovations given to the Vice President 




BY JAMES R.  GARRINGER ' 15
The word “first” is seldom used in connection with a university 
Commencement service, but it is entirely appropriate for the 2019 
Commencement at Taylor University. 
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A speech delivered by the Vice 
President of the United States 
Mike Pence marked the first 
time a sitting Vice President 
has visited the Taylor campus. 
Pence accepted the invitation 
of President Paul Lowell 
Haines ’75 and Rex Bennett, 
Vice President of University 
Advancement, earlier in the 
year.
Pence, the former Governor 
of Indiana and a six-term 
Representative, gave the 
address in the packed Kesler 
Student Activities Center 
Fieldhouse, and afterward 
stayed to personally greet each 
of Taylor’s graduates. 
“Karen (the Second Lady) and I 
are really honored to be back on 
this beautiful campus,” Pence 
said. “It really is amazing to 
think: for more than 170 years, 
Taylor University has faithfully 
carried out its mission ‘to 
develop servant leaders marked 
with a passion to minister 
Christ’s redemptive love and 
truth to a world in need.’”
 
During Pence’s speech, the 
Vice President touched on 
familiar themes that included 
America’s economic strength, 
the world’s need for graduates 
of institutions like Taylor, and 
his own personal testimony of 
faith.
 
“Like many of you, I was raised 
in a church home. But by the 
time I got to high school, I lost 
interest in religion. I was one 
of those people who still went 
to church, but I was just going 
through the motions –holding 
a form of Christianity, but 
denying its power,” the Vice 
President said, adding that it 
was in college where he met 
a group of students whose 
vibrant faith intrigued him and 
made him want what he saw in 
their lives. It was a senior with 
whom Pence became close 
friends who helped create the 
deepest impact on his heart. 
Beyond the kind, Christ-like 
demeanor and wisdom his 
friend displayed, he also wore 
a small cross around his neck. 
Wanting to emulate his friend 
and fit in with the group, the 
future Vice President asked 
where a cross like that could 
be purchased. The answer was 
unexpected.
“’Mike, remember: You got to 
wear it in your heart before 
you wear it around your 
neck,’” Pence related. “To be 
honest with you, I didn’t know 
what he meant. But I knew 
there was truth in it. I wrestled 
with those words.”
That wrestling deepened until 
a few weeks later when Pence 
found himself at a Christian 
music festival, where he heard 
the words of a well-loved and 
familiar passage of Scripture 
in a new and different way. “I’d 
always heard that ‘God so loved 
the world that He gave His only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life,’” Pence 
said. “But on that Saturday 
night, I heard it different … 
I realized that it also meant 
God so loved me that He gave 
His only Son to save me from 
my sin. And overwhelmed, not 
with guilt, but with a heart 
overflowing with gratitude, 
that night I put my faith in 
Jesus Christ as my personal 
Lord and Savior. And it’s made 
all the difference in my life.”
“It meant a lot to have the 
Vice President speak at 
Commencement. Getting the 
chance to shake his hand 
meant the world to me,” said 
Alumnus and recording artist Steve Amerson performs.
Quinn White and Sam Lacher grab a selfie.
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Jakob Heggeland ’19, one of the 
nearly 500 graduates in the 
audience. “I really appreciated 
that he included his testimony 
in his address. With politicians, 
we often are so caught up 
with what they are doing in 
the present that we forget (or 
never really know in the first 
place) where they came from 
and what made them who 
they are. I also really loved that 
his talk centered on service. 
It tied together well with the 
tradition of the Taylor towel, 
a reminder that as we go out 
into the world, away from the 
proverbial Taylor bubble, we 
are going out into our own 
ministries depending on each 
of our callings.”
Heggeland was a four-year 
member of Taylor’s men’s 
basketball team and son of 
Taylor alumna Sharon (Wit ’87) 
Heggeland. It was Heggeland 
who twice scored the tenth 
point at the annual Silent 
Night game, leading to the 
court-storming, screaming 
mayhem for which the event 
has become an international 
sensation. And he had met 
Pence when the Vice President 
was Indiana’s Governor – it was 
at a campaign event for Senator 
Ted Cruz, a Texas Republican 
who ran for President in 2016.
 
“Pence noticed the small 
Taylor logo on my jacket and 
started right on about Taylor,” 
Heggeland said. “He said he 
was a huge fan of the school 
and what it stands for, and 
that he was proud to have 
an institution like ours in 
Indiana. He was extremely 
down-to-earth and personable.”
 
Charbel Lawson Salako ’19 
transferred to Taylor his 
sophomore year. He was one 
of three graduating students 
specifically mentioned by 
Pence during his speech, 
which, for Salako, was a 
surprise.
“It was exciting. ‘Humbling’ 
was the word I kept thinking,” 
said Salako, an international 
student from Ireland. In 
addition, Pence welcomed 
Salako’s parents, who made the 
3,600 mile trek from Ireland 
to attend. “To be mentioned by 
a person who is so prominent 
in American society can bring 
you to your knees. This is the 
Lord’s work. I kept thinking, 
‘Why me?’ It definitely made 
me think about what the Lord 
has done in my time at Taylor. 
Tears welled up in my eyes and 
emotions swelled through.”
 
There were many highlights 
on May 18, 2019, as the Class of 
’19 crossed the stage to receive 
their diplomas, servant towels, 
and Bibles. Emily Calvani ’19 
was honored as the 25,000th 
graduate in Taylor’s 173-year 
history, dating all the way back 
to its founding as Fort Wayne 
Female College. The invocation 
was rendered by beloved former 
Taylor President David J. 
Gyertson. Noted recording artist 
and alumnus Steve Amerson 
’77 also performed. And four 
retiring faculty members were 
honored for distinguished 
tenures of service: Bill Bauson, 
Dan Hammond, Michael 
Harbin, and JoAnn (Kinghorn 
’73) Rediger.
As noted in national and 
various social media, not 
everyone in attendance 
endorsed the Vice President’s 
visit and speech. Prior to 
Pence’s remarks, some 
graduates, faculty members, 
and guests left the Fieldhouse. 
Former President David Gyertson gives the invocation.
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Since the audience was standing during 
the group's departure and return, many 
in the auditorium did not know what had 
happened until they read news accounts 
afterward. Many in the near-capacity 
crowd that stayed responded to Pence’s 
remarks with three separate standing 
ovations.
“The University’s reason for inviting 
Mr. Pence was not to align itself to a 
political agenda but to commend him 
as a supporter of Christian education, 
a faithful follower of Christ, and an 
exemplar of electoral politics as an 
honorable vocation,” said Dr. Stephen 
Hoffmann, Professor Emeritus of Political 
Science at Taylor. “The invitation is 
therefore not inconsistent with the 
practice of inviting other friends of 
Taylor who have been successful in their 
callings to speak at Commencement 
… Whatever you think of Pence or his 
views, the remarks he delivered at Taylor 
were indeed a celebration of its mission 
and were received that way by the great 
majority of those in attendance.”
 
Alex Berends ’19 was among those who 
sought to understand the motivations of 
people on either side of the conversation. 
For Berends, a Fulbright Award recipient 
and an All-American in cross country and 
track, the issue at stake was not one side 
being right and the other wrong. “What 
distressed me most was a lot of motive-
assignment and Group X and Group 
Y assuming the worst of each other,” 
she said. “I’m an empathizer to a fault, 
so I empathized with everybody. I saw 
people genuinely pained by the perceived 
implications of the invitation. I saw 
other people getting excited that such a 
prominent man was coming to campus.” 
“I can reflect back on the graduation 
itself as a time that allowed closure,” 
said Natalie Rupp ’19, the daughter of 
Brad Rupp ’86, and granddaughter of 
Gene and Nancy (Rowley ’59) Rupp ’58. 
“The numbers of people that actually 
disagreed (or) protested were small in 
comparison to the skewed numbers 
that were blown out of proportion by 
the whole ordeal. I am proud of the way 
Taylor came together in the end, and 
chose to rise above the situation.”
One of the ways the reunited graduating 
class displayed that “coming together” 
was in singing an a capella rendering 
of the Doxology. The simple chorus 
was joined by many within the KSAC 
Fieldhouse as well as Vice President 
Pence.
“The Doxology carries deep meaning 
for me. I used to sing it with my family, 
I sang it every day with my Middle East 
Studies Program in Jordan last spring, 
and when I lead worship, I often end with 
it. I would not have chosen any other 
way to end my Taylor experience. It felt 
very much like an ‘it is finished and we 
ran the race well,’ moment,” said Abigail 
Yasmeen Roberts ’19. 
“There was power in singing the 
Doxology that moved my soul and core,” 
Rupp added. “Not only were we becoming 
unified as a student body, but we were 
able to proclaim the truth of God through 
song – together.”
“We remained unified and kept our focus 
on the Lord,” Salako said. “(Taylor Police 
Chief) Jeff Wallace ’89 said ‘God owns 
the day.’ The Doxology brought home the 
fact that God really owned the day. It was 
bigger than the Vice President. Bigger 
than anyone who was there. We are a 
small part of what God is doing at Taylor.”
 
It was focus on the Lord that Pence 
ultimately challenged the graduates 
and all of those in attendance to pursue 
as they seek to live lives marked by a 
vibrant, authentic faith.
“I want to say, not so much as your Vice 
President or a fellow Hoosier, but as a 
brother in Christ: If what you’ve seen 
and heard and learned in this place has 
also taken hold in your hearts, I want 
to encourage you to go from here, and 
live it out, and share it, and put feet on 
your faith as you carry and minister over 
the course of your lives,” Pence added. 
“Because America needs men and women 
of integrity and faith now more than 
ever.” 
If what you’ve seen and heard and learned in this place 
has also taken hold in your hearts, I want to encourage 
you to go from here, and live it out, and share it, and 
put feet on your faith as you carry and minister over the 
course of your lives. Because America needs men and 
women of integrity and faith now more than ever.
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Vice President Mike Pence during his address.
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Taylor’s First Couple for the past three years, Sherry and Lowell Haines.
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Discerning how best to thank our President and 
First Lady, Lowell and Sherry Haines, for the past 
three years is a daunting task, and one we take 
up in light of our long-standing friendships. My 
(Paige’s) friendship with Lowell goes all the way 
back to our youth when we were the children of 
missionaries serving with the same organization, 
my family living in Colombia and his in South 
Korea. Just as the Lord led us to our respective 
mission fields of service, He led us to Taylor 
University, where each of us (Paige, Chris, and 
Lowell) met our lifelong partners. Paige and Sherry 
were wingmates on 4th Wisconsin, in the now-
demolished historic Magee Campbell Wisconsin 
dorm. In Chris’ case, his friendship with Lowell 
began during Chris’ days as a student when 
Lowell was a member of the student development 
staff. Each of us developed a deep respect for, and 
admiration of our friends.
 
Like so many of us who love this place, Lowell and 
Sherry’s lives were profoundly impacted here at 
Taylor, and their callings were shaped and refined. 
They were mentored for a lifetime of service by 
our classroom and student development faculty 
who modeled a vibrant relationship with the 
Lord. Lowell and Sherry began their married life 
in Upland, where Lowell first served as a residence 
hall director and finished his first period of 
service as Taylor’s Vice President for Student 
Development.
 
But from that role of Vice President, Lowell’s life 
turned in a new direction. As much as he loved 
Taylor, he sensed God’s leading to attend Maurer 
School of Law at Indiana University, one of our 
nation’s most prestigious and demanding law 
schools. It was there he was named Editor in 
Chief of the Indiana Law Journal in his third year. 
Lowell’s desire to always give his best, and his 
drive for excellence was key in landing a position 
at Faegre Baker Daniels – a top tier nationally-
recognized law firm – where he rose to the level 
of Equity Partner. That same drive and love for 
higher education led him to earn a doctorate from 
the University of Pennsylvania, an Ivy League 
school whose graduate program was ranked #2 in 
the U.S. in 2019.
 
During his 15 years on the Board, we, his fellow 
trustees, learned from Lowell. Always keeping his 
eye on conceptualizing solutions to Taylor’s most 
difficult problems, he used his legal skills to ask 
those difficult, probing questions and was willing 
to voice an unpopular perspective. For those 
who are blessed as we are to know him, Lowell 
possesses a number of attributes that enhance 
his leadership: his strength of conviction, his 
strong connections with donors, and leadership 
among peers in the larger Christian community. 
WITH GRATITUDE
Taylor University’s Interim President and former Board Chair, Dr. Paige (Comstock ’77) Cunningham, and 
Chair, Chris Goeglein ’84, reflect on the service, passion, and legacy of their friends and colleagues, Lowell and 
Sherry (Korfmacher ’76) Haines ’75.
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Four years ago, as we began the search for the 
person who would become the next President 
after the tenure of Dr. Eugene B. Habecker ’68, 
we repeatedly received nominations of Lowell. 
As a result, he invested much prayer, thought, 
and counsel to determine if this was God’s new 
direction for his life and career. His subsequent 
candidacy culminated in his being chosen by our 
Board for this important Presidential role.
 
When Board chair Wellington Chiu ’74 introduced 
Lowell and Sherry to the Upland community on 
a cold January day in 2016, he said that Lowell 
was God’s man for this time and place in Taylor 
history. Within a few weeks, Wellington went to 
be with the Lord, and the next time we gathered 
as a Board, we grieved the loss of our friend and 
prayed for our brother and sister in Christ as they 
assumed the mantle of leadership at Taylor.
 
Wellington was right. Lowell’s great passion for 
Taylor is clear: that Taylor be positioned, not only 
for survival in an increasingly uncertain world, 
but to thrive as a bright beacon of God’s love to a 
dying culture. During his service as our President, 
more than 100 major initiatives were undertaken, 
initiated, and in many cases, completed, and these 
efforts will yield good fruit for years to come. 
While space prohibits a listing of each of them, 
just a few of those highlights include:
• Reviewing, reaffirming, and updating our 
Statement of Faith—the preeminent position 
piece among our foundational documents—
whose inspirational language clearly states 
what we believe as followers of Christ at this 
Christ-centered University; 
• Creating the most diverse leadership team in 
Taylor’s history;
• Achieving two number one rankings and a 
number two ranking in US News & World Report;
• Receiving a ten-year reaccreditation after 
a stellar review by the Higher Learning 
Commission;
• Growing enrollment with last year’s 
freshman class being the largest in our 
history;
• Creating the University Assembly;
• Formalizing our new strategic plan, Forging 
Ahead Faithfully;
• Raising Taylor’s visibility—not only throughout 
the State of Indiana and the Midwest, but across 
the nation and to an international audience;
• Forging new relationships;
• Expanding intercollegiate athletic offerings;
• Implementing an innovative and collaborative 
effort to enhance Taylor’s hometown of Upland;
• Initiating new academic programs including 
Nursing and Orphans and Vulnerable Children;
• And establishing a new graduate program 
in ministry with Northview Church in 
Indianapolis.
As First Lady, Sherry oversaw much-needed 
renovations to the Muselman House (President’s 
home)—a place where she hosted hundreds of 
students and campus guests—and the historic 
Meredith Prayer Chapel. She used her God-given 
creativity in the visual arts to connect with 
even more students and community members. 
Sherry also exuded a warm, engaging, and loving 
presence for students—both those who were away 
from home for the first time as well as those who 
were in our upper classes. 
 
The completion of the Haineses’ service in 
these roles as our President and First Lady is 
bittersweet for all of us. We are truly grateful for 
the work they have done in our midst and join 
in prayer for Lowell and Sherry as they continue 
to pursue God’s direction for their lives. And 
we are especially grateful for Lowell’s grace 
and encouragement as we begin this time of 
transition.
 
Thank you, Lowell and Sherry. On behalf of the 
entire Board of Trustees we are grateful for your 
many accomplishments and contributions 
to Taylor. Your tireless sacrifice has created 
an enduring legacy, one that will be deeply 










Lowell’s great passion for Taylor is clear: 
that Taylor be positioned, not only for 
survival in an increasingly uncertain 
world, but to thrive as a bright beacon of 
God’s love to a dying culture. 
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By William ringenBerg '61, 






T h e  s t o r y  o f  A l i c e  H a m i l t o n
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During the three years prior to Taylor 
University’s move from Fort Wayne 
to Upland in 1893, two of the most 
influential students in Taylor’s history 
studied there. One, nearly everyone is 
familiar with; it is the other to whom 
we want to introduce you. 
 
Samuel Kaboo Morris (1891-1893) 
and Alice Hamilton (1890-1891) 
were perhaps three months apart 
during their Taylor studies. Morris 
was an undergraduate student at 
Taylor. Hamilton was a medical 
student at the Fort Wayne College of 
Medicine which was part of Taylor 
University.  The contrast between 
them was sharp. Morris, formerly 
a prince in Liberia, miraculously 
escaped tribal violence and being 
held hostage, while Hamilton grew 
up in one of the wealthiest, best 
educated and most influential 
families in Fort Wayne. 
 
Alice Hamilton was a woman who 
possessed extraordinary courage 
and had little regard for society’s 
expectations for women. The 
daughter of Montgomery Hamilton, 
a trustee of Taylor University in 
the nineteenth century, Alice was 
a champion of the poor, especially 
immigrants. She and three sisters 
never married. Alice studied the 
sciences during a time few women 
attended college. Her courage and 
resolve were on display when she 
joined a group of more than 40 
women who crossed the Atlantic 
in the middle of WWI, then known 
as the Great War. There they, and 
4,000 other women from around the 
world, attended a women’s congress 
in Amsterdam whose topic was: 
How could the Great War, which was 
killing and maiming a generation, 
be negotiated and ended? They also 
believed that war itself should be 
declared immoral, in a book about 
this congress titled Women at The 
Hague, Hamilton wrote a chapter 
entitled At the War Capitals. She later 
went to Germany where she met 
with generals and politicians, some 
at the Reichstag, to persuade them to 
negotiate and embrace peace. She did 
her best to convince them that the 
war was ill-advised, had started by 
accident, and could be negotiated to 
an end that would benefit all. 
 
She joined Jacob Riis, Upton Sinclair, 
Ida Tarbell, and Jane Addams as 
progressive Era reformers who 
influenced Theodore Roosevelt 
and Woodrow Wilson. Eventually, 
Hamilton would be celebrated as 
“the founding mother of OSHA” 
(Occupational Safety and Health Act 
of 1970), which President Richard 
Nixon signed into law just months 
after Hamilton died at age 101.
 
Hamilton is regarded as the Mother 
of Occupational Medicine and 
Industrial Toxicology. When Harvard 
University wanted to add this new 
field to its curriculum, they hired 
Hamilton even though in their 250-
year history, they had never before 
appointed a woman to their faculty. 
Hamilton taught in a department 
that eventually evolved into the one 
chaired for many years by Dr. Joseph 
D. Brain ’61, who, like Hamilton’s 
father once did, served as a Taylor 
trustee (1985-2009). In the 1920s and 
'30s, she was a key figure in passing 
legislation outlawing child labor and 
limiting women’s work days to eight 
hours, and was honored with her 
likeness on a postage stamp. 
 
In honor of this extraordinary 
scholar and reformer, both the 
Harvard Medical School and the 
Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public 
Health commissioned noted 
sculptor Robert Shure (whose 
work is displayed in the National 
Cathedral, the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston, and Yankee Stadium) to 
create busts of Hamilton. Shure has 
produced a third copy of this bust for 
Taylor University. It is a gift of the 
Class of 1961 and will be unveiled at 
Homecoming and Family Weekend 
in October. 
 
After Hamilton received her M.D. 
from the University of Michigan 
and she relocated to Chicago. There 
she served as a physician to poor 
immigrants with whom she lived. 
Their transition to America was 
Demonstration in medical school amphitheater (Alice Hamilton, 3rd row, 8th from left) 1893
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At Harvard, Hamilton learned not 
to take offense when insulted or 
ignored. Her appointment letter 
famously included three restrictive 
clauses; in her words: “I was asked 
to promise not to try to enter the 
Harvard Club which at that time 
did not even have a ladies entrance 
for the wives of professors. I was 
not to ask for my quota of football 
tickets, and I was not to march in 
the procession at Commencement.” 
When asked later whether these 
conditions persisted she replied 
indifferently, “I suppose so, I never 
asked [for them] to be rescinded.” 
What was important to her were her 
roles as an academic pioneer, mentor, 
colleague, and author.
Hamilton never stopped learning and 
never stopped advocating policies 
and regulations based upon data, 
much of which she developed. Alice’s 
most influential teacher was her 
mother and the two most important 
lessons that her mother taught her 
were 1) “personal liberty was the 
most precious thing in life,” and 
2) “whatever was wrong in society 
was a personal concern for her and 
for us.” As Hamilton matured into 
adulthood she developed and refined 
the freedoms that her mother had 
bestowed upon her. And in turn 
she learned how to bestow that 
freedom upon others as she worked 
to empower both the poor working 
class immigrants to realize improved 
health and working conditions 
and also society in general to be 
freed from the travails of war and 
restrictions of belief and expression. 
Alice discovered how to be free to be a 
scientist, to investigate and uncover 
social problems and then to advocate 
for their elimination. If we wished 
to write an epitaph for this former 
TU student, we might choose the 




encouraged by fellow social reformer 
Jane Addams and her famous Hull 
House settlement (founded 1889). 
 
Like Taylor today, Hamilton believed 
education was not limited to a few 
years, but was instead a lifelong 
pursuit. Throughout the 101 years of 
her life, some of her best teachers 
came from her own family. 
Greater than the personal privileges 
of wealth and education, Hamilton 
learned from her grandmother 
Emerine Hamilton of the great 
responsibilities that came with 
privilege. Emerine herself worked 
for temperance, women’s’ suffrage, 
abolition of slavery, aid to the Fort 
Wayne African-American community, 
and education for poor women.
She gained a delight in books and 
reading through the influence of her 
older sister, Edith (1867-1963). Edith 
herself became one of America’s 
most famous classics scholar (e.g. 
The Greek Way). This book has often 
been used as a text at Taylor and is 
in the library. Also of extraordinary 
creativity and insight are Edith’s 
reflections on Christianity, Witness 
to the Truth: Christ and His Interpreters 
and Spokesmen for God.
Hamilton’s father taught her that 
young women, no less than young 
men, should be well educated. 
She learned from her mother the 
importance of personal liberty and 
the responsibility that accompanied 
it. Women must have the freedom 
not be restricted to only being wives 
and mothers. Her mother taught her 
that people should respond to the 
needs of the larger society and not 
just about their own concerns.
She learned to challenge her 
preconceived ideas. Hull House was 
an organization founded on the idea 
of service to immigrants. It was a 
venue to explore how best to serve 
them and pursue justice. At Hull 
House she learned to understand 
the perspective of the downtrodden 
as well.
Matthew C. Ringenberg, William C. 
Ringenberg, and Joseph D. Brain are 
the authors of the newly-released 
book, The Education of Alice Ham-
ilton: From Fort Wayne to Harvard 
(Indiana University Press, 2019). 
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Bill Bauson 
DIRECTOR OF SYSTEMS AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR; 
CHAIR OF PHYSICS AND ENGINEERING
Five Years
Bill Bauson was drawn to electronics and engineering from an early age 
when he discovered how much fun it was to take things apart and design 
electronic circuits. 
It was that love for how things worked that led him to engineering school 
and later into the automotive industry, where he served for 34 years as an 
engineer for Delphi Automotive Systems. It was his love for the Lord that led 
him and his family to Zambia, where for three-and-a-half years they served 
the African people in the setting of the Kafakumba Training Center. And it 
was his desire to share those passions with future generations that led him 
to Taylor University in 2014.
After joining Taylor as a faculty member and lab resource manager, Bauson 
later accepted the role of department chair. He said the challenges of the 
role, specifically searching for and hiring three new faculty members for the 
department, taught him much of the Lord’s faithfulness. 
And one aspect in which the Lord displayed that faithfulness, says Bauson, 
is the connection with Taylor students. Reflecting on his Principles of 
Engineering class, he said it was both enjoyable and satisfying to see 
students figure things out during those proverbial “light bulb” moments.
He holds a BS from the General Motors Engineering and Management 





These four faculty members 
completed their tenures of service 
to Taylor University in May. Their 
careers were characterized 
by excellence, joy, hard work, 
selfless mentoring, and having left 
inestimable impact upon the lives 






In 38 years, Dr. Dan Hammond has seen a little bit of 
everything. When he first arrived in 1981, the Nussbaum 
Science Center was still a comparatively new building. A few 
years later the Zondervan Library was completed and the 
tenure of Jay Kesler '58 began. There have been countless labs 
during which his students experienced the thrills of discovery, 
and in one case nearly blew up the lab. But best of all have 
been the students who, through the study of chemistry, were 
launched into many different venues of life and service. 
He holds degrees from Wayne State University, Bethel College, 
and Oakland University. Hammond’s class load has explored 
various facets of the world of chemistry and physics from 
Organic-Biochemistry, Forensic Science, General Inorganic 
Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, to Biochemistry, General 
Physics, Thermodynamics, and Kinetics.
Beyond his Taylor service, Hammond has also served the 
faculties of Indiana University School of Medicine, Goshen 
College, Anderson University, Marion University, Indiana 
University at Kokomo, and Wayne State University. 
A frequent conference presenter, Hammond has contributed 
scholarly work and presented at numerous conferences 
including the National Meeting of the American Society for 
Mass Spectrometry, Extremophile Workshop, Electrophoresis 
Conference, Indiana Academy of Sciences, Gaussian Workshop, 
Chemical Safety Workshop, and the Molecular Mechanics 
Symposium. 
Professional memberships have included the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, American 
Chemical Society, Indiana Academy of Science, Midwest 
Association of Chemistry Teachers in Liberal Arts Colleges, and 




PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
26 years
Dr. Michael Harbin did not take what some might consider 
the traditional route to his long tenure at Taylor University. 
A graduate of the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland, Harbin’s time in the Navy included service during 
the first Gulf War. 
But it was his ThD and ThM degrees from Dallas Theological 
Seminary that opened the door to come to Taylor in 1993. 
There were no guarantees initially – Harbin signed a one-year 
contract and expected to leave at the conclusion of the year. 
But another one-year contract came, and then another. For the 
past 26 years, Harbin has led his students to mine the depth 
and riches of Scripture – in the classroom and at various sites 
around the world. Those places included destinations like 
Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Israel, and Jordan. Harbin was also the 
on-site director of the Irish Studies program in Greystones, 
Ireland, for three semesters.
Harbin’s course load has included numerous classes centered 
on the study of the Old and New Testaments that included 
Biblical Literature, Footsteps of Paul, Inductive Bible Study, 
Hebrew Prophets, Apocalyptic Literature, the Pentateuch, 
Foundations of Christian Thought, and Revelation.
In addition to serving as mentor for hundreds of students, 
highlights of his tenure include being named Distinguished 
Professor in 2014 and the publishing of two books. One, To Serve 
Other Gods: An Evangelical History of Religion, studies the origins 
of human religion. The other, The Promise and the Blessing – A 
Historical Survey of the Old and New Testaments, illustrates the 
narrative of God’s love for humankind and His redemptive 








Fare thee well, my loving friends; my loving friends, farewell. I’m bound 
for the land where pleasures never end and troubles come no more. 
Gwyneth Walker
It had been months since Dr. JoAnn (Kinghorn ’71) Rediger had 
chosen Gwyneth Walker’s haunting composition Chords of Love 
for the April 28, 2006, inauguration of then-Taylor President 
Eugene B. Habecker ’68. But when the Chorale performed the 
piece in a packed Odle Arena, they, like the rest of the Taylor 
community, were in shock following the tragic van accident 
that had claimed the lives of four students and a staff member 
less than 48 hours earlier.
The music and lyrics assumed a significance for the hundreds 
in the room that day that it is still remembered after 13 
years. “Students in the Chorale pulled together and found 
the strength to sing with broken hearts,” said Rediger. “The 
experience reinforced our commitment to making music that 
ministers to the deepest yearnings of the human soul.”
For 25 years, ensembles led by Rediger, the daughter-in-law 
of Taylor’s late, iconic President and Dean Milo A. Rediger 
’38, have performed music that has done that very thing. And 
in the process, the hard work and successes have fostered 
relationships that far outlasted any of her hundreds of 
students’ careers at Taylor.
Rediger also led the Chorale on numerous international 
performance and ministry trips, the highlights of which 
included performance at the Demilitarized Zone in South Korea 
and an Easter sunrise service in Athens, Greece. 
Her many career highlights include the 2010 Distinguished 
Professor Award and the 2006 Outstanding Teacher and Campus 
Leadership Award. 
“God’s grace provided the opportunity to teach at Taylor, and 
(He) then blessed the work with wonderful students who 
were willing to prepare and persevere,” said Rediger. “It is 
God’s nature to bless beyond expectations when we step out of 
comfortable routines and venture into the new and innovative.”
33
A MOSAIC OF CULTURE Mosaic Night in April was a celebration of the 
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A LU M N I
N OT E S
 01 
1 9 5 2
 01  Lee Truman celebrated his 90th birthday 
on March 28th with the congregation of the 
Camarillo United Methodist Church, where he 
and his wife Ruth (Dixon) have worshipped for 
23 years. He retired after 40 years as a pastor in 
the California-Pacific UMC Conference. In the 
same year, Ruth retired from Fullerton State 
University as interim Associate Vice President 
of Extension Programs. They celebrated their 
67th wedding anniversary on June 5th, having 
married two days after graduation in 1952. 
Their three sons and daughter plus daughters-
in-law and son-in-law, as well as their five 
grandchildren, celebrated with them. Lee is an 
artistic woodworker, an antique auto hobbyist, 
and a talented oil painter. 
36
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1 9 6 0
 02  Earl Christensen celebrated his 
80th birthday last summer with 
his wife, Nancy (Henderson ’62), Dr. 
Jean Turkish ’62, Jeanette (Davies 
’62) Patton, and other family and 
friends. The celebration was hosted 
by their daughter and son-in-law, 
Tami and Jason Bennett, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan.
1 9 6 5
 03  Jim MacLeish accompanied Dave 
Newson on a mission trip to Puerto 
Vallarta, Mexico, in February.
Marylee (Sweet) Morton received 
the Teacher of the Year Award at 
the annual Indiana Music Teachers 
Association Conference held on 
October 7, 2018. She maintains a studio 
of 20 piano students at her home in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.
1 9 6 9
 04  Sixteen alumni met in 
Okeechobee, Florida, for their annual 
fish luncheon. Back Row: Chip 
Jaggers, Randy Behnken, Steve 
Jeffrey, Ken Brix, Dale Murphy ’63, 
Steve Oldham, David Sayers, Dan 
Alley. Front row:  Verna Jaggers, 
Bari (McCracken ’72) Behnken, Jan 
(Cordin ’70) Jeffrey, Nancy Brix, 
Diane (Lundquist) Oldham, Judy 
(Carlson ’66) Jones, Vicki (Duke) Alley, 
Bob Diller. Seated: Barbara Murphy, 
Lauriann (Pritchard) Sayers, Bobbi 
(Murfin ’70) Diller.
1 9 7 1
The Christian Medical & Dental 
Association is honored to present the 
2019 President’s Heritage Award to 
Hal Habecker, Doctor of Ministry. This 
award is given to individuals whose 
lives and work support the mission 
of CMDA. Additionally, Mike Chupp 
’84 will become the new Executive 
Director of the Christian Medical and 
Dental Association in September. 
1 9 7 2
 05  Rebecca Wilson published two 
books: Seoul Searching and Re-Searching 
Seoul. Both books deal with her 
cultural and adoption experiences 
while teaching in Seoul, Korea, in 
the 1980’s. Dr. Wilson retired in 2015 
after teaching for 45 years at the 
elementary and college levels. Her 
e-mail address is rw20183@gmail.com.
1 9 7 5
 06  Jeanne (Scherling) Canham 
retired in May after 30 years as a 
mathematics instructor at Chandler-
Gilbert Community College in 
Arizona. Jeanne specialized in 
developmental mathematics, student 
success strategies, and professional 
development throughout her career. 
She served in many roles such as 
Faculty President, Assessment Chair, 
and mentor over the years. She also 
led the college in a successful 10-year 
re-accreditation self-study with the 
Higher Learning Commission. Jeanne 
was named Woman of Distinction 
in 2007 and Student Choice Favorite 
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1 9 7 7
 07  James Prince was named Vice 
President for Finance and Business 
at The College of Wooster (Ohio), 
effective June 24. His responsibilities 
include management and oversight 
of the college’s budget process, 
business office, facilities planning, 
investments, grounds, purchasing, 
the bookstore, and food services.
1 9 8 0
Bill Bauer, long-time football and 
track coach at Taylor University, 
now works as a fitness specialist at 
Good Samaritan’s Wellness/Fitness 
Center in Kearney, Chicago. He assists 
members with treadmills, stationary 
bikes, and proper procedures for 
fitness routines. Bauer is so popular 
and respected that many members 
make appointments to work with 
him. Working at the Catholic 
institution allows him to share his 
faith with his clients and friends.
1 9 8 2
Jay Redding has been the owner and 
operator of his own business, JMJ 
Real Estate Services, since 2004. JMJ 
buys, sells, and leases residential 
homes in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
1 9 8 4
Dave Walker took an early retirement 
from Monroe Community Mental 
Health Authority in Monroe, 
Michigan, after 28 years of service 
as a master’s-level counselor and 
outpatient therapist. He now fills a 
similar outpatient therapist’s role 
on a part-time basis at ProMedica 
Monroe Regional Hospital.
 08  A group of Taylor girlfriends 
reunites every two years to 
reconnect, reminisce, and celebrate 
their friendship. In February they 
gathered in Atlanta, Georgia. Alumni 
in attendance were: Deb (Glass) 
Goeglein, Kerri Dunkelberger ’85, 
Sandie (Soderquist) Ford, Lora 
(Muthiah) Helton, Suzi (Beers ’87) 
Harrison, Sandy Flesner ’85, Lorene 
(Muthiah) Coffey, Colleen (Wild) 
Terrell, and Shery (Flesner ’85) 
Dishman. Lori (Hatteberg) Cook and 
Brenda Baird ’85, though unable to 
make it this time, are also part of the 
normal group. 
 09  Claudia (Prestel) Riewald and 
Nancy (Erickson) Budnick enjoy 
having lunch together once a 
month in the Portland, Oregon, 
area. Claudia is an empty-nester 
and enjoys Bible study, volunteering 
in her community, golfing, and 
traveling. Nancy is the operations 
coordinator at Oregon City 
Evangelical Church.
1 9 8 5
Timothy J. Miller published his 
book Born For Worship: The Best You 
Can Be In Worship-Arts Ministry in 
March. He focuses on embracing 
the transformation that God creates 
when we serve. Tim recently moved 
from northern Michigan, where he 
served as Worship Pastor at Walloon 
Lake Community Church, one of the 
largest multi-site churches in that 
part of the state. He now resides in 
Sarasota, Florida, where he writes, 
works as a ministry coach, serves at 
Bayside Community Church (one 
of the 30 fastest growing multi-site 
churches in the US), and generally 
“avoids the snow.” 
1 9 8 7
Kent and Darla (Griffith) Nelson 
reside in Larkspur, Colorado. Kent 
is finishing his 20th year as an auto 
broker with HM Brown & Associates, 
and Darla is finishing her 15th year 
with Southeast Christian School 
as the business administrator. 
The Nelsons thank God for His 
faithfulness since relocating them 
to Colorado with Kingdom Building 
Ministries over 28 years ago. 
1 9 9 6
Mark Reagan earned a DMA 
in Choral Conducting from the 
University of Iowa in 2017. He 
recently published two choral 
anthems with Paraclete Press. Mark 
lives in Delaware where he teaches 
music and literature at Tall Oaks 
Classical School in Bear, Delaware. 
He also serves as artistic director 
of the Northern Delaware Oratorio 
Society. Mark and his wife Corinne 
have three children, Claude (6), 
Madeline (5), and Phoebe (3).
 10  Amy (Smit) Paglia, Katie 
(Colburn) Austin, Sarah (Nederveld 
’98) Giere, Beth (Prior) Goldenstein, 
Janis (Hawks) Riveria, Jenni 
(Arnold) Runestad, Dana (Steckley 
’95) Broderick, and Elizabeth 
(Diakoff ’95) Essig all gathered in 
May. This team advanced to the NAIA 
Nationals in women’s tennis in 1993, 
1995 and 1996. 
1 9 9 7
Amanda (Bichlmeier) Nelson was 
recently named Vice President of 
Human Resources for the Doors and 
Security Division of Fortune Brands 
Home and Security (headquartered in 
Deerfield, Illinois). She is based in the 
greater Toledo, Ohio, area and supports 
Therma-Tru Doors, Master Lock, and 
Fiberon Decking.
Steve Saddington has taught social 
studies at Huntington North High 
School (Huntington, Indiana) for 16 
years, and has been the varsity boys’ 
soccer coach for the last 13 years. He 
and his wife, Heather, have 3 children: 
Lauren (13), Brier (10), and Drew 
(8). They live in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
1 9 9 8
 11  Tam Smith will begin service as 
principal at Fort Collins High School 
(Fort Collins, Colorado) when the 
2019-2020 academic year begins later 
this summer. He comes to the district 
from Bulgaria, where he spent four 
years serving as the principal and 
dean of students at the American 
College of Sofia.
1 9 9 9
 12  Rob Hayworth recently celebrated 
his 18th year as an advisor for 
Northwestern Mutual, where he 
guides clients in planning for financial 
security. Rob is a founding partner 
of Summit Financial Group, and he 
specializes in working with business 
owners, retirees, and executives.
U P CO M I N G 
A LU M N I
E V E N TS
H O M E C O M I N G  &  FA M I LY 
W E E K E N D
October 4–6, 2019
H E R I TA G E  W E E K E N D
April 25, 2020
2 0 0 0
 13  MAJ Chris Russell, his wife, Pam 
(Coulter ’01), and family celebrate his 
return from a successful deployment 
to Kuwait with the Army Reserves. 
The family lives in Orlando, Florida. 
When Chris is not in service, he 
works for Lockheed Martin as a 
Software Architect. Pam is a full-time 
homeschool teacher. Their children are 
Aryon (14), Tiernan (12), and Ilyanna (9).
2 0 0 2
 14  Amanda (Schaffer) Wilson and 
her husband Jesse welcomed Isaac 
Beau to the family on February 2, 2018. 
Isaac joins big sister Isabelle and big 
brother Isaiah. They look forward to 
being part of the classes of 2035, 2037, 
and 2040!
 15  Alicia (McConnell) Sparks and 
her husband John welcomed their 
daughter, Zaria Anne, on October 28, 
2018. Zaria is an answer to many years 
of prayer. She was born at Yakota US 
Air Base, Japan. Alicia’s parents arrived 
from the United States at the hospital 
only 15 minutes before Zaria was born 
—this after 30 hours of cars, planes, 
buses, and the mobilization of a prayer 
chain to provide transportation for 
the last leg of the trip on the Japanese 
freeways. The family rejoices in the 
Lord’s perfect timing. 
39
 16  Abram Bicksler, after spending nine years in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, moved with his wife Rebecca 
and their three kids to Rome, Italy, in 2018. He now 
serves as an agricultural officer with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO). He works on the Agroecology and Ecosystem 
Services Team in the Division of Plant Production 
and Protection, the Scaling Up Agroecology 
Initiative, Ecosystem Services and Biodiversity 
initiatives, and is the focal point for Pollinators. 
2 0 0 3
 17  Seth Bartal and his wife, Kari, welcomed 
their son, Caden Michael, on October 1, 2018. They 
now have three kids, Madelyn (6), Noelle (3), and 
Caden. Seth serves as the Lead Pastor of Community 
Church of Greensburg and Batesville, Indiana. 
2 0 0 5
 18  Rosemary (Huntley) Gibson and her husband, 
Russell, welcomed their sixth child, Aaron, on 
March 3.  Aaron joined older siblings Isaac, Kiley, 
Colin, Noah, and Charlotte.
2 0 0 6
 19  Justin Zimmerman and his wife, Sarah, 
welcomed their third child into the world on 
January 5. Henry Adam joins older sister, Harper 
(4), and brother Ansel (2).  They reside in Morton, 
Illinois, where Justin works for Caterpillar, Inc.
Tim Lofton has relocated to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, for a job with Marriott Hotels.
2 0 0 7
 20  Daci (Hermann) Lehnert and her husband, Joe, 
welcomed their second child, Reuben, into the world 
on December 20, 2018. 
 21  Erin Tobias married Matt McCarthy on 
November 10, 2018, at the Embers Venue in 
Rensselaer, Indiana. Taylor alumni in attendance 
were Joy (Resetar) Gordon (Maid of Honor), Jen 
(Walsh) Craig, Addie (Waterman ’06) Cunningham, 
Sarah (Toldt) Targgart and Jenny (Courter) 
Ummel. Erin is an Advancement Coordinator 
for Illinois Miss Amazing, and Matt is a fireman/
paramedic. The couple resides in Lisle, Illinois.  
 22  Matt and Corrie (Walters ’12) Voss, along with 
their daughter, Faith, welcomed Caleb Hudson and 
Isabella Lee into their family. The Vosses reside 
in Upland where Corrie teaches part-time in the 
Kinesiology Department at Taylor, and Matt works 
for Near Space Launch.
2 0 0 8
 23  Stephanie (McDonald) Smith and her husband, 
Brandon, welcomed Bella Joy into the world on 
April 2, 2019. Bella joins big sister, Lilly (2 1/2). The 
Smiths live in Lafayette, Indiana, where Brandon 
and Stephanie serve as the co-pastors of Heartland 
Community Church.
2 0 0 9
 24  Stephanie (Sutton) Hectorne recently 
completed a Master’s of Counseling and Art 
Therapy at Ursuline College in Ohio. Her research 
presentation was attended by husband, Matt, 
and other family members. Stephanie and Matt 
recently moved to Nashville, Tennessee, where 
Matt is pursuing a career in the music industry and 
Stephanie is working in a residential treatment 
setting for women in recovery from substance 
abuse.
 25  Ben and Kelsie (Hampshire ’10) Goller, along 
with big brother, Caleb, welcomed Jeremy Lucas to 
the family on October 10, 2018. Ben is the Director 
of Residence Life at LeTourneau University in 
Longview, Texas, and Kelsie provides counseling 
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2 0 1 0
 26  Joel Lange and Dr. Suzanne Kissel were 
married on October 19, 2018, in Nashville, Indiana. 
Participants included Austin Stolzfus ’13 and 
Jeffrey Delgado ’17. The couple resides in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, where Joel is employed as a project 
manager and Suzanne as a resident physician.
2 0 1 2
 27  Tiffany Taylor married Gavin Dawson on 
November 3, 2018 in Gas City, Indiana. The 
newlyweds are in the process of buying their first 
home.
 28  Amara Falk, an Elementary Education graduate, 
is putting her love of people and music to use by 
creating instrumental music that’s calming and 
relaxing. She has seen how powerful music is in a 
classroom environment and decided to create her 
own. One of her songs has almost 50,000 streams on 
Spotify, and her latest release is being received with 
high esteem.
 29  Michael and Valerie (Newby) Osby were 
married on January 19, 2019. Included in the 
wedding party were Karen (Wydra) Nelson and 
Megan Snyder ’14. Celebrating with them were 
Taylor grads Sean ’11 and Melissa (Schleicher ’16) 
Knutson, Andrew Dillon ’13, Josh Wilhelm ’15, 
Ben Nelson ’13, Tiffany Applegate, Levi ’10 and Abi 
(Barber ’13) Carter, and Rachel White ’13. Photo 
courtesy of Melody Sheehan ’14.
2 0 1 3
 30  Bethany (Wilson) Rupp and her husband, JJ, 
adopted Jennings Justin, who is a beautiful gift 
from God, into their family. He came to their home 
as a foster care placement on April 19, 2018, and his 
adoption was finalized on January 22, 2019.  
 31  Daniel and Sara (Kicinski ’15) Keller welcomed 
their first child, Judah Courage, to their family on 
November 23, 2018. The family hopes Judah will 
someday be the fourth generation of his family to 
attend Taylor, following in the footsteps of great-
grandparents, Paul ’50 and Ruth (Henry ’51) 
Steiner, and grandma Nancy (Steiner ’77) Keller. 
2 0 1 4
 32  Jason and Lyndsey (Gammage) Koh welcomed 
their first son, Bennett Paul, on December 22, 2018. 
Bennett is the first grandchild of Taylor alumni Paul 
and Kris (Walton) Gammage ’86, and they hope 
Bennett will be a future Trojan too.
2 0 1 6
 33  Andrew and Lida (Baur ’15) Sheard welcomed 
their first son, Walter Sheard, in August 2018. They 
reside in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and they know of 
at least eight other Taylor alumni who attend their 
church.
2 0 1 7
 34  Jordan and Chelsea (Sweet) Hall recently 
married after meeting post-college. The couple 
lives in Indianapolis where Jordan is about to 
start law school at the IU McKinney School of Law. 
Chelsea is the Public Relations Director at Midwest 
Remediation.
2 0 1 8
 35  Jonathan Taylor married Cara Walker on 
March 30, 2019, in Columbus, Indiana. They reside in 
the Louisville, Kentucky, area, and are thankful that 
Taylor brought them together.
2 0 1 9
 36  Hope Bolinger, a professional writing graduate, 
is now a literary agent, and her young adult novel 
Blaze (written while she was a student at Taylor) 
was published on June 3. Hope pitched this modern-
day take on the book of Daniel at a conference she 
attended with several other Professional Writing 
majors, landing herself a book deal during the 
spring semester of her junior year.
43
I N  M E M O R I A M
Then the King will  say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world." —Matthew 25:34
 
W E  R E M E M B E R  T H E S E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  TAY L O R 
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1 9 4 2
 37  Helen (Durling) Whittern, 97, died on 
January 15, 2019. She was born in 1921 to the 
late Harold and Lottie (Emens) Durling and 
married Keith Whittern on December 24, 1942. 
He preceded her in death on October 1, 1957. 
Helen earned a master’s degree in education 
at the University of Michigan in 1960, and 
completed doctoral studies at Ball State 
University in Muncie, Indiana, in 1970.
1 9 4 8
 38  Elsie (Mundinger) Berk, 92, left this earthly 
life and entered fully into eternal life with 
Jesus, her Lord and Savior, on February 23, 2019. 
Shortly after marrying her husband, Harold 
’51, in 1954, the couple became missionaries 
with the Mission Aviation Fellowship and left 
for Brazil in 1955. After 13 years of ministry in 
Brazil, during which she home-schooled her 
daughters and took care of family health needs, 
they returned to Blissfield, Michigan to care for 
Harold’s parents and her mother. She eventually 
began teaching at the Blissfield Middle School, 
and the results of that decision were profound. 
Not only did she contribute to her family in so 
many ways, but so many of her students still 
remember her as the teacher who loved and 
wanted the best for each one of them. To her 
family and to everyone who knew her, she loved 
the Lord, her family, and all she met – always 
putting the needs of others first.
1 9 5 3
 39  Phyllis J. (Miller) Miller, 88, passed away 
on March 23, 2019. She graduated from Taylor 
as a Physical Education major. During her time 
at Taylor, she met Carl, whom she married 
in 1953. At Taylor she played many sports 
including basketball, volleyball, tennis, ping-
pong, archery, and softball, was president of the 
Women’s Athletic Association, a writer on The 
Echo newspaper, a program chair for the Future 
Teachers of America, and a member of Chi 
Kappa. She was inducted into the Taylor Fort 
Wayne Athletic Hall of Fame in 2014.
1 9 5 4
 40  Howard J. Habegger died on December 
28, 2018, in Hesston, Kansas. He was called to 
ministry and studied at New York Theological 
Seminary and Princeton Theological Seminary, 
from which he received degrees in Sacred 
Theology and Systematic Theology. He 
was ordained in 1959 and became pastor 
at Grace Mennonite Church in Lansdale, 
Pennsylvania. Howard served as a missionary 
under the Board of Missions of the General 
Conference of the Mennonite Church and 
founded the First Mennonite Church in Bogota, 
Colombia.
1 9 5 5
Marion (Unkenholz) Muthiah passed away on 
June 25, 2018. After graduating from Taylor, she 
attended the Bismarck (North Dakota) School of 
Nursing. While preparing for the mission field, 
she met her husband, Lionel. The couple spent 
their lives in full-time ministry in Southeast 
Asia as well in local church ministry in the 
U.S. All four of the Muthiah children attended 
Taylor—Lorene (Muthiah ’84) Coffey, Lora 
(Muthiah ’84) Helton, Rob Muthiah ’88 and 
Rick Muthiah ’89, as well as two grandsons, 
Jordan Coffey ’14 and Jesse Coffey ’15. Marion 
was deeply grateful for what Taylor meant 
to her and her family. She developed lifelong 
friendships with several classmates, including 
her late friend, Rosie (Baugh ’55) Kerlin.
1 9 6 1
 41  Gary Wayne Foss of Newport Beach, 
California, went to be with the Lord on April 6, 
2019. Born in Lubec, Maine, on June 27, 1938, Gary 
frequently traveled back to his beloved home 
state for ice fishing in the winter and to spend 
time with his family at their cottage on an 
island in one of Maine’s rivers. Remembered and 
loved as a humble man, Gary was uncomfortable 
taking credit for his accomplishments, but his 
legacy is one of loving, serving, and influencing 
thousands of people.
1 9 6 2
Dr. Melvin Lee Moeschberger, 78, passed away 
on January 9 at his home in Fishers, Indiana. 
He was a professor of Biostatistics and Public 
Health at The Ohio State University for 30 
years and at University of Missouri for 10 
years. He authored numerous articles and 
books in his field. Mel had a deep faith in 
Jesus, which guided his life of service in his 
church, community, and work, particularly 
in his ministry with international students. 
He enjoyed golf, baseball, and basketball. His 
survivors include his wife, Sandra ’63; children 
Michelle (Moeschberger ’89) Crowder, Suzette 
(Moeschberger ’90) Roth, Scott ’97; and 
grandchildren Kaeile Sooy ’15, Cassidy Free 
’16, Caleb Crowder ’19, Abigail Roth ’19, Joshua 
Roth ’20, and Kendra Roth ’20.
1 9 6 5
 42  David George Horsey, 74, went to be with 
his Lord and Savior on November 28, 2018. He 
earned nine varsity letters while attending 
Taylor, was deeply impacted by his coaches and 
wanted to use sports as a ministry platform. 
Dave had a deep love for God and His Word, 
family, ministry, the Marines, travel and 
exploring different cultures. He was an avid 
collector of items from around the world, 
namely stamps, military badges and artifacts, 
pins, and postcards. As the family historian, 
archivist, and storyteller, he devoted much of 
his later years to organizing and documenting 
family pictures as well as writing his story, My 
Wonderful Life’s Journey. He is survived by his 
wife, Karen (Plueddemann ’66); children Margo 
(Horsey ’94) Kragh, Melinda ’00, and Jonathan 
’03. His was a life well lived.
1 9 6 8
Jeffrey (Jeff) Dye passed away in 2018. During his 
life, Jeff was a Science and Social Studies teacher 
in Michigan, Texas, Germany, and Okinawa, 
Japan. He was also the first resident manager 
at Au Sable Trails Biological Field Station, 
Mancelona, Michigan. He is loved and missed.
44
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Kenneth Nelson Enright, 71, passed on 
March 23, 2018, surrounded by family. He 
grew up in the Katanga Province, spoke 
fluent Swahili, and considered Africa 
his home. He had a special concern for 
foreigners, as he considered himself one. 
His time was not wasted. He was a loyal 
Christian - a good soldier, upholding his 
moral duty - focused on getting results rather 
than getting credit. His courage, personal 
honor, and loyalty to his family and his God 
dictated his life. He believed his life was 
extremely blessed, which he faithfully passed 
on to others.
 43  Gary G. Harmon, 72, passed away on 
January 12. Apart from his lifelong career 
in sales, he was a member of Lincoln 
Berean Church. He was very involved in the 
church’s Men’s Ministry, where he found 
great purpose and passion in helping men 
become all that God intends them to be. Gary 
celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary 
in December, 2018. He was always an 
encourager, a lover of fun, a joy to be around, 
a loving husband, a fantastic father, and a 
consummate grandpa. In addition to all this, 
he was also an avid golfer who was able to 
enjoy his only hole-in-one at the age of 70.
1 9 8 0
Mark Hochstettler, 62, met his Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, face-to-face on March 13. 
He worked many years in the pet and lawn 
industry, and was the fourth generation 
of his family to own a business. Mark was 
a faithful follower of Christ, and found joy 
in serving others. He lived by 1 Peter 3:15: 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have.  But do this with 
gentleness and respect.” He enjoyed studying 
the Bible, restoring old Volkswagens, and 
working outdoors, but most of all he loved 
spending time with his family.
1 9 9 9
 44  Jonathan M. Coombs, 40, passed 
away on January 27 in a tragic accident 
in his backyard in Dallas, Texas. He and 
his wife, Veronica (Loss ’00), served with 
Wycliffe Bible Translators for 12 years 
before moving to Texas. Jonathan was 
working for the United Bible Society 
as part of the design team for Paratext, 
their Bible translation software, at 
the time of his death. He is survived 
by his wife, Veronica; children: Lydia 
(age 15), and Adam (age 13); and sister, 
Rebecca (Coombs ‘97) Pazmiño, 
as well as many other close family 
and friends who love and miss him 
dearly. Veronica and Rebecca can be 
reached at jvcoombs@gmail.com and 
omspazmino@gmail.com respectively.
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 45  Jessica (Peil) Claybrook passed 
away in March after a 12-year battle 
with brain cancer. She is survived by 
her husband, Bill (‘01), and their two 
children, Liam (8) and Isla (4). Most of 
Jessica’s adult life was burdened with 
cancer, but this only strengthened her 
faith in Jesus as she was reminded of 
her mortality on a daily basis. Bill and 
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OUR ALUMNI REFERRAL GRANT PROCESS
Once the student is accepted, celebrate! 
The student will receive a $1,000 grant for their freshman year at Taylor. 
TAYLOR.EDU/ALUMNI-REFERRAL
*Referred student(s) may not be alumni dependents or have alumni parent(s).
HELP A STUDENT WHO DOESN’T KNOW ABOUT 
TAYLOR RECEIVE A $1,000 TUITION WAIVER.
Think of a high school student who doesn’t already know about Taylor.
Complete our student referral form.*
Encourage the student to apply to Taylor.
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Mike Falder ’94 has been named Associate 
Vice President for Advancement-Major 
Gifts at Taylor University.
“Mike’s new job responsibilities will 
provide more time for doing what 
Mike does best, and which energizes 
his passion for Taylor – meeting 
with donors and friends of Taylor, 
wherever they may be, and raising 
the gifts needed to prepare Taylor for 
its third century of service,” said Rex 
Bennett, Taylor’s Vice President for 
University Advancement. 
Bennett said Falder will continue in 
a role he has filled in recent years 
as he works closely and manages 
Taylor’s staff of Regional Directors 
of Development. In his new role, 
he will assume responsibility for 
management of the 
Stewardship Planning 
Ministry, and play 
a central role in the 
Comprehensive 
Campaign, including 
directing the fundraising 
efforts for the capital 
projects, and cultivating 
and requesting leadership 
and major unrestricted 
gifts for the campaign.
Falder and his wife 
Traci (Tiberi ’94) are the 
parents of two children 
and live in Upland. 
Yordy Returns  
to Taylor
Brad Yordy ’05 has been named 
Executive Director of Alumni and 
Parent Relations at Taylor University. 
It marks a return to Taylor for Yordy, 
who for the past eight years served 
as Athletic Director at Eastbrook 
High School, and prior to that served 
Taylor as Director of Scholarships and 
Athletic Fundraising.
Yordy will lead the Office of Alumni 
and Parent Relations, as they plan and 
execute expanded alumni and parent 
engagement programs in preparation 
for a comprehensive fundraising 
campaign to resource the university’s 
strategic plan.  
Yordy’s wife, Kelly (Peters ’05), is 
Program Services Director of Taylor’s 
Master of Arts in Higher Education 
program. The couple has three children.
“What a blessing it is for 
us to welcome Brad to 
the leadership team in 
the Advancement Office,” 
said Rex Bennett, Vice 
President for University 
Advancement. “His 
prior work with Taylor, 
his exemplary service 
to Eastbrook School 
Corporation, and his entire 
life as a citizen of Upland 
has uniquely prepared 
him for the work he is 
about to undertake. We are 
thrilled to have someone 
with his administrative 
and personal skills, as well 
as his energy and ties to 
the Upland and Taylor 
communities, to assume 
such an important position 
of leadership for Taylor at 
this point in its history.”  
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REFLECTIONS
An Open Letter from the Board of Trustees
Transition. This word is a signal that 
something is changing. Depending on 
the situation, it may evoke a positive 
response, as in the process of transitioning 
from adolescence into adulthood. This 
transition is a normal part of maturing. 
Or, it could cause anxiety and unease, such 
as the transition from a democratic to a 
totalitarian form of government. Transitions 
can also be neutral, such as an ice cube 
transitioning from a solid to a liquid state.
Taylor University is in the midst of a 
transition. In late June, the Board of Trustees 
announced that President P. Lowell Haines 
was resigning, effective August 15. Some 
responded that this is a natural part of the 
leadership cycle of any organization, which 
is to be expected. We also heard from many 
friends who were anxious, both about the 
reasons for the transition and the prospects 
for the future. 
Lowell went through a long personal 
process in discerning this decision, and 
he and his wife, Sherry, prayed about it 
diligently. I know that there is always a 
desire to know more details, and I can 
say that the Board did not request the 
resignation. Lowell felt that it was time for 
Taylor to have a change of leadership. The 
Board of Trustees and the Cabinet have been 
working closely with Lowell to ensure a 
peaceful and orderly transition. The Board 
has made it clear that Taylor will not have 
a gap in presidential leadership, and we 
are actively moving forward on interim 
leadership. (At the time I am writing this, 
the decision has not been made, but we will 
communicate in a timely way with all of 
you who know and love Taylor.)
Naturally, this raises questions. Friends of 
Taylor wonder if this transition signals that 
Taylor is moving left, just as they wondered 
if the invitation to Vice President Mike 
Pence to be our commencement speaker 
signaled that Taylor is moving to the 
political right. On behalf of the Board, I can 
confidently respond that neither of these 
is the case. Taylor University is, and will 
remain, tenaciously grounded in the center 
of evangelical faith. At its May meeting, 
the Board reaffirmed the Statement of 
Faith, and that “Taylor University is firmly 
committed to the lordship of Jesus Christ 
and evangelical Christianity.”
Taylor has historically resisted efforts 
to become a denominational school, 
although that might offer greater financial 
stability and doctrinal certainty. Instead, 
we chose—and continue to choose—to be 
an “evangelical institution of Christian 
higher education,” as Taylor historian Bill 
Ringenberg reminds us. Culture presses 
in. The “Taylor bubble” is increasingly 
permeable, and our students struggle with 
the same issues that swirl through social 
media, the same extremes that polarize 
political discourse. 
In the tension of the competing extremes, 
how now will we live? We will continue to 
live out our mission of developing servant 
leaders marked with a passion to minister 
Christ’s redemptive love and truth to a world 
in need. The next two decades of this 
millennium will no doubt be different than 
the first two decades. The speed of change 
is accelerating. The interests and needs of 
students are changing. The ways in which 
they learn are changing. The student body 
is changing, with a greater variety of life 
experiences, ethnicities, family backgrounds, 
and expectations.
How will this affect Taylor? How will we 
respond? I’m reminded of the wise counsel 
from former Taylor president Milo Rediger: 
“You have to change a lot to remain the same.”
We can change and adapt with confidence, 
because we are firmly rooted and grounded 
in Jesus Christ. Our Statement of Faith 
securely anchors our foundational policies, 
which are expressions of how we live life 
together at Taylor. These shared convictions 
provide both clear boundaries and the 
freedom to meet our students where 
they are. Taylor’s academic and student-
development faculty are committed, 
creative, and constantly alert to the best 
ways to help students prepare to “shine as 
lights in the world, holding fast to the word 
of life.” (Phil. 2:14-15)   
Transition. It is derived from a word meaning 
“a going across or over.” In this transition 
at Taylor, we are going across or over to the 
next season of leadership. Yes, it will be a 
change. Yes, there will be new things. But the 
essentials – the core beliefs and truths of our 
Christian faith and educational mission – 
will not change. Please continue to pray with 
us and for us in the coming months that we, 
too, will hold fast to the Word of Life. 
Paige Comstock ’77 Cunningham, JD, PhD
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Would you like to become your clients most trusted advisor? 
Would you like to assist your clients in maximizing the planning out-
comes for themselves, their heirs, and for the Kingdom? 
Starting this fall Taylor University’s Stewardship Planning Ministry is 
launching its Advisor Training Ministry – a program that will provide le-
gal and financial advisors a unique opportunity to learn sound, biblically-
based, stewardship planning concepts, principles, and strategies. 
THE FALL WEBINAR SCHEDULE FEATURES: 
The Collision of Biblical and Secular Worldviews in Planning and Giving (1 hour)
Answering the Three Required Foundational Planning Questions (1 hour)
The Five-Phase Stewardship Planning Process (1 hour)
Helping a Family Evaluate Where They are in Their Planning (1 hour)
Inheritance Planning and Heir Preparation (2 hours)
Understanding and Using the Primary Stewardship Planning Tools (2 hours)
All webinars will be led by Jay Link, Taylor’s Director of Stewardship Planning, and one of the 
nation’s leading experts in advanced estate and philanthropic planning. 
MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER
For a complete list of webinars, dates, and to register: 
https://public.taylor.edu/stewardship/advisorministry.  
Contact Jay Link at 765-998-4886 with questions.
MORE ABOUT TAYLOR’S STEWARDSHIP PLANNING MINISTRY
Visit our website: https://public.taylor.edu/stewardship/
Introducing Taylor University’s 
Advisor Training Ministry
Shorter daylight hours, foggy mornings, 
and cooler evenings herald summer’s 
weakened grasp.
